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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) general information of the young smart
farmer,, (2) potentials of the young smart farmer, (3) developmental process of the young smart farmer,

(4) factors affecting development of the young smart farmer, and (5) development guidelines of the young
smart farmer, and (6) problems and suggestions on the development of the young smart farmers. The
population in this study was 30 young smart farmers who participated in the training courses on the
extension and development curriculum for young smart farmers in 2015 in Loei Province and were still a
farmer. The data were collected by interviewing the studied young smart farmers using an interview form.
The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, maximum value, and minimum value. The findings of this study were as
follows: (1) most of the studied young smart farmers were male, with average age at 30-39 years. They
were educated at upper secondary level or equal to the level. They were married. The average period of
their experience in doing farming was 2-5 years. They were a volunteer/community leader. They were
also a member/client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, and a member of a
farmer group. They had mostly received agricultural information from public officials, television/mass
media, and facebook/internet. The average size of their own occupied area was 21-40 rai. They usually
grew more than 3 types of crops, these were rice, integrated crops, and Para rubber trees. The number of
their agricultural household labor was 2-3 persons, all of them were male. The average number of their
hired labor in their community was 2-12 persons. Their average income deriving from agricultural section
was 100,000-240,999 Baht. Their income deriving from non-agricultural sections was 10,000-99,999
Baht. The cost of their consuming was 10,000-99,999 Baht. Their average cost of agricultural section was
10,000-99,999 Baht. Their credit sources were village funds. And their debts were 100,000-499,999 Baht.
(2) it was found that after finishing the training courses the studied young smart farmers were happy and
satisfied with their career as a farmer at the highest level. They were capable of solving problems and
developing their career at high level. They had capability to manage their production factors, their labor,
and their capital. They had the knowledge of organic agriculture making profits for their community and
society continuously. Their capability was raised from medium level to high level in the issue of being
academics who transferred technologies or advice to other farmers, and being a model farmer or a
learning center for other farmers in the aspect of consistent production process. And (3) to study their
opinions on factors affecting the success of young smart farmer extension and development, it was found
that they had opinions at the highest level on the academics. To study their opinions on guidelines for
developing young smart farmers, it was found that they had opinions at high level on supporting their
network building stressing on allowing the committee of young smart farmers to push the young smart
farmers to have social roles and leadership.

Keywords: Young smart farmer, Guideline for developing
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